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In October, the community cele-
brated the grand opening of Prairie 
Village’s newest park: Wassmer Park. 

Located on the site of the former 
Faith Lutheran Church at 67th Street 
and Roe Avenue, Wassmer Park fea-
tures playground equipment, a zip 
line, a bocce ball court, display gar-
dens, green space and two park shel-
ters equipped with solar power. 

The grand opening celebration 
included the park dedication, 
unveiling of a Faith Lutheran Church 
historical marker, face painting and 
balloon animals, music, yard games, 
Master Gardeners show and tell and a 
Bocce Ball Demonstration by Special 
Olympians Colin Garrison & Dakota 
Chettle. Food trucks were also on 

location for the celebration. 
Wassmer Park is named after for-

mer Mayor Laura Wassmer. She 
served on the Prairie Village City 
Council for 17 years before being 
elected Mayor in 2015, a position 
she held until January 2019. During 
her tenure as an elected official, Was-
smer influenced many areas of the 
City, including the parks and trails 
system. She has been devoted to park 
enhancements, acquisition of new 
park properties, and was instrumental 
in the purchase agreement with Faith 
Lutheran Church to acquire this prop-
erty as a park.

More pictures from the grand 
opening celebration are available on 
the City’s Facebook page. 
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Dear friends and neighbors,
With 2020 upon us, I thank each of you for the 

privilege to serve as your mayor over the last year.  
It’s been an exciting ride, and we’re just getting 
started.

Prairie Village had a historically great year in 
2019. Let’s take a look back at what we accom-
plished together. I will limit myself to five here, 
but this list could easily have been fifty.

5) Fiscal strength.  Our City’s strong fiscal con-
dition was reinforced and validated in 2019. The 
independent Moody’s rating agency gave Prairie 
Village its highest credit rating (Aaa) again this 
November. We expect to beat our 2019 budget.  
The Council passed a good, sound budget for 2020 

which, although it did not include the property tax rate decrease I recommended, 
still preserves a relatively low Prairie Village tax rate, low debt burden, and ample 
surplus balance, all while funding the high levels of quality service our residents 
expect.

4)  Infrastructure and public safety investments. We made substantial new in-
vestments in 2019 in roads, sidewalks, drainage and other aging infrastructure with 
projects completed throughout the City. That trend will continue in 2020, with in-
creases to our roads budget, ensuring that our citizens’ extraordinarily high satis-
faction with such items continues. We also approved construction of a new Public 
Works facility to begin in 2020.  

3)  Investment in people. We have among the best staff, police and management 
anywhere. Their daily heroics are largely unseen and unsung. 2019 saw historically 
low crime rates, increased code enforcement, record crowds at magical City events 
such as JazzFest, VillageFest, Mayor’s Tree Lighting…none of these happen with-
out the dedication and hard work of administration, court, police and public works 
staff. We continued to implement our compensation plan with a stronger financial 
commitment to City employees.

2)  Sustainability.  In 2019, we launched targeted initiatives to improve our City’s 
climate resiliency and sustainability, including: Loosening zoning restrictions to 
encourage residential solar and wind energy; committing to wind for the City’s 
electric power; installing our first electric vehicle charging stations; installing so-
lar power in a park; budgeting for hybrid electric police vehicles; adding LEED 
features to the new Public Works building plan; implementing our bike/pedestrian 
plan; and approving a curbside glass and food compost pickup pilot program.

1)  Parks. 2019 may become best known locally as the year we opened two new 
parks. I ran for City Council six years ago because I did not believe we had enough 
park land. Opportunities to add to it were dwindling. Working with a team to initi-
ate and shepherd these projects through their grand opening celebrations was satis-
fying beyond words. We now have around 90 acres of new Prairie Village parkland, 
more than doubling our overall public green space in 2019. Both parks are filled 
daily with the sound of children’s laughter. We can all be proud of this legacy.    

What will 2020 bring? Just you wait. Better yet, don’t wait. Instead, please keep 
volunteering your time, resources, ideas and talents.  Together, we can build an 
even greater Prairie Village.

Happy New Year!

Best regards,
Mayor Eric Mikkelson

A Message from the Mayor
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The Prairie Village Arts Council will host 
its seventh annual “Future of the Arts” cel-
ebration, Friday, January 10 from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at the R.G. Endres Gallery at Prairie 
Village City Hall, 7700 Mission Rd. The 
awards ceremony will begin at 7:30. 

This month-long January exhibition cel-
ebrates our community’s future artists and 
features 2D and 3D visual art, performing 
artists, literature and musical performanc-
es by entrants ranging in age from 6 to 18 
years old. 

Arts Council Member and event founder 
Julie Flanagan spoke of the event’s growth 
over the past several years.

“This has easily become the premier 
youth arts exhibition in the area, bringing 
together artists of so many different ages 
and disciplines,” Flanagan said. “It is a real 
celebration of our kids and our community.”

Future of the Arts is a juried show. Awards 
will be made by grade level ranging from art 
scholarships to supplies or enhancements 
totaling $3,000 in value. Four $300 college 
scholarships will be awarded to winners in 
their senior year. 

Arts Council Member Shelly Trewolla 
said she is eager to help with the event. 

“As a career art teacher in the Shawnee 
Mission School District, I am thrilled to 
help host an event that allows our young 
artists to gain recognition outside of their 
schools and in the greater community,” Tre-
wolla said. “Last year’s group was terrific,  
and I can’t wait to see what our students 
come up with this year.” 

Last year’s winners and their fine art en-
tries can be seen on the Art Council website 
at https://www.artspv.org/fota-2019.html

2020 Future of the Arts celebration to be January 10

The VillageFest planning 
committee will have its first 
meeting of the year on Thursday, 
January 23 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
multipurpose room at City Hall, 
7700 Mission Road. 

The committee will continue 
to meet on the fourth Thursday 
of each month through July. If 
you would like to participate 
on the committee or would like 
additional information, please 
contact Meghan Buum at 913-385-
4662 or mbuum@pvkansas.com.

VillageFest 
planning  

underway

Upcoming Events
Date Event Time Location

1/6 Council Meeting 6 p.m. Council Chambers

1/7 Planning Commission 7 p.m. Council Chambers

1/10 Art Reception 6 p.m. City Hall

1/20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day All Day City offices closed

1/21 Council Meeting 6 p.m. Council Chambers

2/3 Council Meeting 6 p.m. Council Chambers

2/4 Planning Commission 7 p.m. Council Chambers

2/14 Arts Reception 6 p.m. City Hall

2/17 President’s Day All Day City offices closed

2/18 Council Meeting 6 p.m. Council Chambers

The 2020 Prairie Village Arbor Day celebration will be held April 25. As it gets closer, 
check out the City’s website for more information. 

Save the Date



The City’s Public Works Department follows a priority system for removing snow and ice from City streets. Crews work 12-hour shifts 
throughout a winter storm to provide 24-hour coverage.  The City has 8 trucks working to clear 258 miles of road. Contact the Public 
Works Department at 913-385-4647 or publicworks@pvkansas.com with questions regarding snow removal.

Public Works prepares for winter storms

The holidays have come and 
gone, and the time to un-deck the 
halls has arrived. Prairie Village 
residents have multiple options for 
live tree disposal. 

Republic Services will pick up 
live trees at the curbside for the 
first two weeks in January 2020. 
Trees taller than 6 feet must be cut 
in half prior to removal. The trees 
will be picked up with other com-
post/yard waste items on each res-
ident’s typical trash pickup date. 

Additionally, the City sponsors 
a tree recycling program which 
runs through January 20. Trees 
can be placed in designated areas 
of Porter, Franklin, and Taliafer-
ro Parks. Trees must be free of all 
lights, ornaments, stands, metal 
nails, etc. as these items will dam-
age the chipping machine used in 
the recycling process. Residents 
may take the chips for their own 
use. 

Tree drop-off available 
in select parks until Jan. 20 

• Stay back a least 50’ from the rear of a plow truck so the driver can see you. 
• Park your vehicles in your driveway.  If you must park on the street, park on the even-numbered side of the street. 
• Avoid placing snow from your driveway back onto the street or the sidewalk.
• Clear sidewalks adjacent to your property. Property owners are responsible for removing ice and snow from the sidewalks abut-

ting their property within 24 hours from the time that the snow or ice storm ends. The City does not plow sidewalks or driveways 
unless it is part of City-owned property.

DETAILS

Typically high traffic volume multi-lane roads 
(e.g. 75th Street, Mission, Roe, Nall)    

Typically two-lane streets within neighborhoods 
(e.g. 79th Street, 83rd Street)
 
Plowed after a snowfall and after Priority 1 and Priority 
2 streets are cleared.  If plowing is not required, the City 
will spread materials only. 

How you can help

PRIORITY LEVEL

1

2

3

STREETS TREATED

Main Roadways

Collector streets

Residential Streets 
& Culs-de-sac
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When extremely cold temperatures are in the forecast, consider 
staying indoors, keep your phones charged and utilize the follow-
ing cold weather safety tips. If you do experience an outage, report 
it online at Evergy.com.

Evergy provides severe weather safety tips

To help identify flooding 
concerns throughout Johnson 
County, the Johnson County 
Stormwater Management 
Program, in cooperation 
with Prairie Village and oth-
er Johnson County commu-
nities, are working to create 
watershed master plans.  As 
part of this effort, residents 
are being asked to help iden-
tify areas of flooding, stream 
bank erosion, and other 
stormwater concerns.

A website has been created 
that allows residents to re-
port these concerns for infor-

mational purposes. It can be 
found at: https://map.social/
Community.php?Commu-
nityID=182. 

On this website, residents 
can create an account and 
then create a map identify-
ing areas of concern. Once a 
resident maps a location of 
concern, a pop-up box will 
appear for the user to add de-
tail. It is important to include 
as much detail as possible in 
the description. 

If you need help, click on 
the “Help” button in the up-
per right hand corner of the 

screen.
Details can include:
• Building flooding: Ad-

dress, how long you have 
lived there

• Street flooding: Intersec-
tion

• Source of water: creek, 
river, runoff

• How often does the flood-
ing occur

• Approximate depth of 
flooding

• Number of incidences that 
you are aware of at a particu-
lar location

• Areas of ponding: depth, 

duration
• Bank erosion: size, threat 

to buildings/infrastructure
• Sink hole: size, and cause 

if known
• Pictures. You will be able 

to upload a picture of the in-
cident/location

Please note, this tool is 
being used for information 
gathering purposes and 
should not be used to report 
problems that need to be ad-
dressed immediately. 

Residents asked to help identify areas of flooding

Two potentially life-threatening dangers occur in freezing con-
ditions―frostbite and hypothermia. Wear warm, loose-fitting, lay-
ered clothing to help protect yourself and your family from them, 
and learn to recognize their symptoms.

Frostbite is the freezing of toes, fingers and other body parts. 
Its symptoms include cold, waxy or discolored skin, ranging from 
flushed to white, gray, yellow or blue, and loss of feeling in the 

affected areas. If you suspect frostbite has occurred, move the per-
son to a warm place and get medical assistance as soon as possible. 
Warm but do not rub the affected areas.

Hypothermia is a shut-down of the body’s warming system. Its 
symptoms include shivering, weakness, numbness, confusion and 
unconsciousness. Move the person to a warm place, replace any 
wet clothing with warm, dry clothes and call 911.

Prevent frozen pipes: Run water at a trickle and open cabinet 
doors to prevent pipes from freezing.

Avoid heating with a stove: For safety reasons, never use a 
stove or oven to heat your home.

Operate generators outside: Don’t operate a generator inside 
the home, including in the basement or garage.

Wear layers: Several layers of clothing will keep you warm. 
Gloves and a hat will help prevent losing body heat.

Watch space heater placement: If you are using a space heater, 
place it on a level, hard surface. Keep anything flammable at least 
three feet away.

Bring pets indoors: If they can’t come inside, make sure they 
have enough shelter to keep them warm and access to unfrozen 
water.

Have an emergency kit: Stay severe-weather and storm ready 
by making an emergency kit. Get more info on building yours at 
Evergy.com. 

Safety Tips for Cold Weather

Winter Storm Health Hazards
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With each donation The 
Prairie Village Foundation re-
ceives from the community, 
lives change. The communi-
ty-based foundation is ‘in your 
backyard,’ so to speak, working 
diligently, allocating generous 
donations to people who need 
them the most: people who 
might live next door who have 
fallen on hard times or who 
don’t have the resources to get 
assistance they need. 

Rest assured, The Foundation 
digs deep to try to pinpoint de-
serving community members to 
change their lives for the better.

The graphic to the right 
shows how The Prairie Village 
Foundation assisted the com-
munity this year.

Prairie Village 
Foundation 

shares end of 
year stats
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The Police Department would like to thank the following 
for their generous contributions to what has been the most 
successful year yet for the Shop with a Cop program:

• WireCo World Group
• Johnny’s Tavern-Prairie Village
• Mely’s Yogurt & Ice Cream
• The Learning Tree-Prairie Village
• Great Southern Bank-Prairie Village Branch
• Notes to Self, LLC          
• SCHEELS All Sports
• TCBY-Prairie Village
• The Bank of Prairie Village
• Planet Sub-Prairie Village
• B-Bop Comics and Games
• The Big Biscuit-Prairie Village
• Bijin Salon & Day Spa
• Village Modern Dentistry-Nicholas Bell DDS
• Target Greatland – Mission, Kansas
• Salty Iguana-Prairie Village
• QuikTrip
• Hy-Vee Prairie Village
• Many Anonymous Contributors and Volunteers

Thank you!

The ninth annual Shop With A Cop event was held in early December. Sponsored by The Prairie Village Foundation, Shop With A Cop 
is a chance for the Prairie Village Police Department to team up with deserving children in our community. 

The Police Department hosted ten elementary school children identified by school counselors and the Police Department D.A.R.E. 
officer to be part of the program. The children were taken to Target Greatland in Mission to shop for themselves and family members. 
After shopping, each child was treated to a pizza and ice cream party, while volunteers wrapped their packages. 

Ninth Annual Shop With A Cop provides gifts for 10 kids



Did you know it is illegal to leave an unoccupied, 
unlocked car running according to Prairie Village City 
Ordinance?

We know it is cold outside, especially in the morning 
hours before leaving for work, but this is the time criminals 
are driving side streets looking for cars warming up to 
steal from your driveway and ruin your day. Don’t be an 
easy victim, and don’t make a criminal’s day! 

Also, before you go in for the night, follow the 9PM 
Routine! 

• Remove valuables
• Lock your car door
• Close garage door
• Turn porch light on  

Follow us on social media for more Crime Prevention 
Tips and 9PM Routine reminders @PVPoliceDept.

PVPD Tip: Don’t leave your 
car unlocked and running

The skate park at Harmon Park will be reconstruct-
ed this year. Over the past several years, Public Works 
crews have tracked deterioration of concrete at the ex-
isting park likely caused by alkali-silica-reaction in the 
aggregate, which causes the concrete to fail sooner than 
normal.

Newline Skate Parks was hired to design the new park, 
which will be constructed on the same location as the 
existing facility. Public meetings were held in September 
and December to gather input from the skating commu-
nity.

Because the skate park will be completely reconstruct-
ed, it will be closed while work is underway. Construc-
tion is scheduled to begin in March.

Changes ahead for skate park

By April 1, households will receive an invitation to partici-
pate in the 2020 Census. Every household will have the oppor-
tunity to respond online, by phone or by mail. Census forms 
will be available in 13 languages. Video and print guides will 
be available in 59 non-English languages, as well as American 
Sign Language, braille, and large print.

The U.S. Census, an official count of the country’s popu-
lation, is required by law, and has been conducted every 10 
years since 1790. The goal of the 2020 Census is to count ev-
ery person living in the United States and five U.S. territories 
once, and only once, and in the right place.

An accurate count helps ensure fair representation at all lev-
els of government. The census directly impacts the funding 
Prairie Village and the state of Kansas will receive over the 
next decade. It provides the most reliable and complete data 
for research, decision making, and planning for both the pub-
lic and private sectors. 

Federal funding in Kansas supports parks, literacy programs, 
senior services, affordable housing, schools, health clinics, fire 
stations, veterans programs, job training, community centers 
and hundreds of other critical services and programs that make 
a difference in our lives. 

If 1% of the Kansas population is uncounted in the 2020 
Census, the state of Kansas could miss receiving approxi-
mately $603,990,400 in federal funding over a 10-year period, 
according to information provided by the League of Kansas 
Municipalities. An undercount in Prairie Village means the 
community could miss out on approximate $46,845 in federal 
funding (over ten years) for each household that is missed in 
the 2020 census. 

Ensure you count, ensure your community counts, ensure 
Kansas counts by participating in the 2020 Census. 

Census Day is April 1
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As a “Tree City USA,” Prairie Village 
and the Prairie Village Tree Board held the 
third annual street tree planting event in 
November 2019 in an effort to promote the 
value of trees in the community.  

With the assistance of the Heartland 
Tree Alliance and their volunteers from the 
Service Management Group on their Day 
of Giving Back, more than 25 trees were 
planted throughout the Prairie Fields com-
munity. 

A diverse range of tree species, including 
Red Oak, Blackgum, Tulip, Kentucky Cof-
fee, Eastern Redbud, and Royal Raindrop 
Crab Apple, were planted in the city right-
of-way with personal commitments gained 
from each homeowner to water and care for 
the trees over the two-year critical growing 
period.    

Studies have shown that trees provide 
numerous benefits to the community, in-
cluding reductions in particulate matter 

(PM) concentrations, reductions in ambient 
air temperatures, reductions in crime, and 
improved health and psychological bene-
fits.  

Summed up by the Nature Conservancy: 
“Trees (the right tree in the right spot) can 
help make our air healthier and our cities 
more verdant and livable.” 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped!

Third annual tree planting event held in Prairie Village

The Prairie Village Tree Board is accepting nominations for this year’s Arbor 
Day Honoree. This is an opportunity for the community to recognize the efforts and 
contributions of outstanding citizens who have made a difference in Prairie Village. 
Nominees must be current or former Prairie Village residents. Their efforts should 
have had a positive and lasting impact on the community; they may be living or de-
ceased individuals or couples and may have served the community in any capacity. 
Nominations will be accepted until February 28, 2020. You may obtain nomination 
forms online at www.pvkansas.com/treeboard or at the City offices. Nominations 
received after February 28 will be considered for the following year. 

Nominations open for 2020 
Arbor Day Honoree
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Small bulky item guidelines and guidelines for the large item pickup can be found online at pvkansas.com/trash.
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A limited number of spots are still available at Prairie Village’s 
community gardens. Garden plots rent annually in January for the 
growing season that runs from April 1 through October 31. Garden 
plots are 4’ by 20’ with 4’ walkways between plots. Gardens are 
located at Harmon Park, north of the tennis courts adjacent to the 
pool parking lot, and at Global Montessori, 75th and Cherokee 
Streets. Plots are $40. The gardens are organic, and require use of 
organic methods and products. Gardeners are encouraged to do-
nate excess produce to one of the local food pantries. An applica-
tion form is available on the City’s website, www.pvkansas.com. 
Those with questions can email pvgarden@pvkansas.com.

Community Garden spots 
available for growing season

Name: Ashley Freburg

Position: Public Information 
Officer/Deputy City Clerk

Years with the City: 1

Staff Spotlight

Thank you to all who attended the Mayor’s Holiday Tree Light-
ing, November 21. A huge crowd braved the cold to enjoy an eve-
ning of holiday entertainment. The Prairie Village Foundation 
would like to thank the following individuals and businesses for 
their support at the event. Each helped in a specific way to make 
the event a success. Because of generous support from area busi-
nesses and individual donors, The Prairie Village Foundation will 
be able to provide increased funding throughout the community 
this year. 

Thank you to: 

Holiday tree lighting a success

• American Family 
Insurance - Cynthia Jarvis

• Bob Bliss
• Briarwood Elementary 

School Choir (Gina Sapp) 
& Bulldog Mascot

• City of Prairie Village
• Corinth Square Shopping 

Center
• Dancerz Unlimited 
• Euston Hardware
• First Washington Realty
• Great Harvest
• Hattie’s Fine Coffee
• Hen House
• Kansas City Chiefs 

• Laura Little’s Candies
• Mely’s Yogurt & Ice Cream 
• Prairiebrooke Art Gallery
• Prairie Elementary School 

Panther Mascot
• Prairie Village Police 

Department
• Prairie Village Public Works 

Department
• Shawnee Mission East 

Drumline & Alex Toepfer
• Shawnee Mission East 

Lancer Mascot
• And the many volunteers 

who helped plan and 
work at the event!

Welcome to our first “Staff Spotlight.” It’s our intention that this 
new feature in the redesigned Village Voice will give you a brief 
introduction to some of the employees who work behind-the-
scenes of your local government. If you see the staff members 
featured here (or any City employee) out in the community, be 
sure to say hi. We’d love to meet you!

Responsibilities: Maintains the City’s website, City 
newsletter, and social media outlets and issues news 
releases. Provides backup to the City Clerk and support 
staff as needed.

Favorite thing about working for Prairie Village:
“I really enjoy the people I work with, and I appreciate 
the pride Prairie Village residents have in the community. 
I’m not sure I’ve been here long enough to pick a 
favorite thing just yet. Ask again in another year.”  
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Prairie Village Municipal Office
7700 Mission Road
Prairie Village, KS 66208

Reader Feedback
Please send your comments to:
info@pvkansas.com
913-385-4674

CITY HALL AND MUNICIPAL COURT
7700 Mission Road
Wes Jordan, City Administrator
Jamie Robichaud, Deputy City Administrator
Meghan Buum, Assistant City Administrator
Adam Geffert, City Clerk
Lisa Santa Maria, Finance Director

POLICE DEPARTMENT
7710 Mission Road
Tim Schwartzkopf, Chief of Police

PUBLIC WORKS 
3535 Somerset Drive
Keith Bredehoeft, Public Works Director

EVERYONE MAY PARTICIPATE
If any individual requires an 
accommodation to participate in 
public meetings, contact the City 
Clerk’s office at 913-381-6464 
(TDD 800-766-2777) at least 
48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time, if possible, to 
make arrangements.

913-381-6464 ■ info@pvkansas.com ■ www.pvkansas.com

City Contact Information


