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ORDINANCE NO. 2418 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING PUBLIC OFFENSES WITHIN THE CITY OF 
PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KANSAS; AMENDING CHAPTER 11 (PUBLIC OFFENSES 
& TRAFFIC), ARTICLE 2 (LOCAL REGULATIONS) OF THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF PRAIRIE VILLAGE TO REQUIRE THE WEARING OF FACE 
COVERINGS OR MASKS DURING THE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY AND RECOVERY. 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a disease caused by a novel coronavirus, previously unknown 
in humans, and is presently understood to cause, among other things, upper-respiratory tract 
illnesses that can range from mild to severe, spread quickly, and may cause death, particularly in 
older adults and persons with chronic medical conditions; 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared COVID-19 to be a global 
pandemic; 

WHEREAS, the Prairie Village City Council recognizes the emergency declarations and 
proclamations related to COVID-19 of the President of the United States, the Governor of the 
State of Kansas, and the Mayor of Prairie Village, Kansas; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control has recommended wearing cloth or other 
face coverings or masks in public settings where other social distancing measures are difficult to 
maintain, and the Prairie Village City Council recognizes that such use of face coverings or masks 
can further aid in slowing the spread of the novel coronavirus and reducing the chances of 
asymptomatic persons transmitting the virus to others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KANSAS: 

Section 1.  A new Section 11-222 is hereby established in Chapter 11 (Public Offenses & 
Traffic), Article 2 (Local Regulations) in the Code of the City of Prairie Village, Kansas, as follows: 

11-222 WEARING MASKS IN PUBLIC PLACES OF BUSINESS DURING 
THE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY AND RECOVERY. 

A. Definitions. 

(1) "Face Covering" or "Mask" means a device to cover the nose 
and mouth of a person to impede the spread of saliva or other 
fluids during speaking, coughing, sneezing, or other intentional 
or involuntary action.  The term does not mean or require 
medical-grade masks, but face coverings or masks may be 
fashioned from scarves, bandanas, or other suitable fabrics.  A 
face covering or mask must cover the mouth and nose of the 
wearer. 

(2) "Place of Business" means: 

(a) any business open to the public, including without limitation 
grocery stores, supermarkets, farmers markets, 
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pharmacies, retail establishments, laundromats, dry 
cleaners, hardware stores, banks, restaurants and cafes (or 
similar establishments where prepared foods, meals, or 
beverages may be purchased), commercial office buildings, 
gas stations or service stations, department stores, 
veterinary clinics, dental clinics, health clinics, theatres, 
venues, bowling alleys, arcades, gymnasiums and fitness 
centers, nail salons, barber shops, tanning salons, tattoo 
parlors, and other personal services businesses, and other 
establishments generally open to the public for business. 

(b) The term of Place of Business shall also include areas 
established for entry into the Place of Business (including 
areas established for lines) and carry-out/pick-up areas 
which are open and accessible to the general public.  The 
term Place of Business shall not otherwise include parking 
lots, garages, drive-thru lanes, or outdoor common areas 
serving a Place of Business. 

(c) The term Place of Business shall not include a person's 
vehicle, home, or dwelling; provided, that a home or dwelling 
shall be considered a Place of Business to the extent 
(i) such home or dwelling is open to the public for a 
permitted business, such as a Day Care Center pursuant to 
Chapter 19.34 of the Prairie Village Municipal Code, or 
(ii) any contractors, repairpersons, delivery persons, or 
other persons provide business services within or to such 
home or dwelling, in which such home or dwelling shall be 
considered the Place of Business for such persons 
providing business services; and further provided, that a 
vehicle shall be considered a Place of Business to the extent 
such vehicle is used for the provision of business services, 
including but not limited to delivery vehicles, taxis, and ride-
share or ride-hailing vehicles. 

(d) The term Place of Business shall not include churches, 
synagogues, mosques, or other places of religious worship, 
or public buildings or facilities owned or operated by any unit 
of government or political subdivision other than the city 
itself, including but not limited to those buildings or facilities 
owned or operated by the county, the school district, the 
state, or the federal government, or any agency or division 
thereof.  The term Place of Business shall not otherwise 
include public parks, public streets, or public sidewalks. 

B. Face Coverings or Masks Required to be Worn.  Except as 
otherwise set forth in this section 11-222, each person over the age 
of five (5) years old shall wear a Face Covering or Mask at all times 
when at a Place of Business.  Any person, including employees of 
businesses, over the age of five (5) years old shall wear a Face 
Covering or Mask prior to entering any Place of Business and shall 
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wear the Face Covering or Mask continuously during the time the 
person is in the Place of Business.  Parents and guardians shall be 
responsible for ensuring proper masking of children when in a Place 
of Business. 

C. Places of Business—Requirements as to Employees and 
Customers. 

(1) All Places of Business shall post signage at entrances to such 
Places of Business informing the public that Face Coverings or 
Masks must be worn at all times within or about the premises of 
the Place of Business.  Owners, managers, and supervisors 
shall ensure that employees, contractors, and representatives 
of the Place of Business observe the requirement for Face 
Coverings or Masks while at the Place of Business. 

(2) Owners, managers, and supervisors shall take reasonable 
steps to ensure that customers, clients, and/or visitors observe 
the requirement for Face Coverings or Masks while at the Place 
of Business; provided, that this subsection shall not be 
construed or interpreted as requiring that a Place of Business 
provide Face Coverings or Masks to such customers, clients, 
and/or visitors. 

D. Exceptions.  The requirement of wearing a Face Covering or Mask 
shall not apply in the following circumstances: 

(1) To the extent such requirement would significantly disrupt the 
performance of "essential functions" identified in the Kansas 
Essential Functions Framework, as described in Kansas 
Governor Executive Order No. 20-29, or to the extent such 
requirement would otherwise directly conflict with any current or 
subsequent orders issued by the State of Kansas, the Governor 
of the State of Kansas, Johnson County, Kansas, the Local 
Health Officer of Johnson County, Kansas, or other applicable 
authorities (collectively, the "State/County Orders"). 

(2) Patients in examination rooms of medical or dental offices or 
clinics or hospitals where there is a necessity to examine or treat 
the mouth or nasal area, subject to the direction of the medical 
or dental professionals in charge of the office, clinic, or hospital. 

(3) When wearing a Face Covering or Mask poses a greater mental 
or physical health, safety, or security risk such as anyone who 
has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated, or 
otherwise unable to remove the cover without assistance; or 
where a person is not able to medically tolerate a Face Covering 
or Mask; or where security of a Place of Business would be 
unreasonably compromised by the inability to identify 
customers or invitees as they enter or are otherwise inside the 
Place of Business; or where not wearing a mask would 
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constitute a necessary or reasonable accommodation for the 
providing of a service (for example, service to hearing-impaired 
individuals that read lips).  No person shall be required to 
provide documentation as to any physical or mental condition 
that would be exacerbated by compliance with the requirements 
of this section. 

(4) To the extent a Place of Business is allowed to be open 
pursuant to any State/County Orders, a Face Covering or Mask 
need not be worn to the extent the Face Covering or Mask 
requirement would actually and significantly disrupt the 
customers', clients', and/or visitors' ability to utilize the services 
of such Place of Business, and only for the duration of such time 
as the actual significant disruption would occur.  This would 
include, but not be limited to, actually eating or drinking at a food 
service establishment, receiving a haircut or styling at a salon, 
or exercising at a gymnasium or fitness center.  Provided, that, 
in all of the foregoing cases, the requirements of any applicable 
State/County Orders are otherwise complied with, including but 
not limited to those as to distancing or mass gatherings. 

(5) A Face Covering or Mask shall not be required where a person 
is in a personal office (a single room) where others outside of 
that person's household are not present as long as the public 
does not regularly visit the office or room, but that person must 
wear a Face Covering or Mask when coworkers, contractors, 
repairperson, delivery persons, or other persons providing 
business services are working within six (6) feet, when being 
visited by a client/customer, and anywhere were coworkers or 
members of the public are or may be regularly present. 

E. Penalty.  The knowing and willful failure or refusal to comply with 
the requirements of this section 11-222 (whether by a person or by 
a Place of Business) shall be an unclassified violation by such 
person or Place of Business, as the case may be.  Any fine imposed 
for a violation of this section shall not exceed $25.00. 

F. Expiration or Repeal. 

(1) Reference is hereby made to that certain plan of the Governor 
of the State of Kansas known as "Ad Astra: A Plan to Reopen 
KANSAS", Phase One of which has been implemented 
pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-29 dated April 30, 2020, as 
such plan or phases thereof may be further implemented, 
modified, or supplemented (collectively, the "Ad Astra Plan"). 

(2) Unless earlier terminated or repealed by the governing body of 
the city, the provisions of this section 11-222 shall automatically 
expire and be deemed of no further force or effect upon the later 
of (a) 11:59 p.m. on June 14, 2020, and (b) the effective time 
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and date of an executive order or orders by the Kansas 
Governor implementing the "Phase Out" of the Ad Astra Plan. 

G. Severability.  Severability is intended throughout and within the 
provisions of this section.  If any subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or portion of this section is held to be invalid, illegal, or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then that 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
section. 

Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect and be enforced from and after its passage, 
approval, and publication as provided by law. 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Prairie Village, Kansas on _______________, 
2020. 

APPROVED: 

  
Eric Mikkelson, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

  
Adam Geffert, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 

  
David E. Waters, City Attorney 

 


