
Village Vision 2.0 – Summary of Policy Revisions 

 2007 VILLAGE VISION 2020 VILLAGE VISION 2.0 
Quality Public Space     
Transportation Encourages a variety of transportation choices, better connectivity, and 

maintenance. The recently adopted Bike/Ped Plan has been achieved 
with this principle in mind.  

Incorporates the recently adopted Bike/Ped Plan into the broader Public 
Space Policy Map, including street design illustrations that show how 
multi-modal facilities (sidewalks, bike lanes) can be incorporated into 
existing streetscapes.  
 

 Calls for City to create "complete streets" and enhance roadway 
corridors as more than moving "autos" only by including 
accommodations for moving "people." 
 

The Public Space Policy Map identifies the various street types within 
Prairie Village, providing guidance for how these streets can support 
multi-mobility and including recommendations of the recently adopted 
Bike/Ped Plan.  
 

Linkages / Connections Talks about providing linkages wherever possible.  Analysis specifically identifies Village Centers and Village Neighborhoods 
(apartment complexes) as areas where pedestrian connectivity tends to 
erode due to large block sizes, disconnected networks, and auto-oriented 
driveway designs. Updated plan provides additional guidance for how 
these areas can be improved to enhance overall walkability in Prairie 
Village.  
 

75th Street Plan identifies 75th Street as having excess capacity, leading to speeding 
and other issues, and calls for other facilities to be integrated into the 
design of 75th Street including on-street parking.  
 

Substantial changes to 75th Street have not been achieved and the subject 
continues to be controversial. Discussions with Planning Commission and 
City Council are exploring potential improvements to 75th Street, keeping 
in mind the need for both supporting a safe residential environment and 
facilitating regional traffic.  
 

Social Spaces  Calls for placing civic (plazas, squares, major gathering places) uses in 
underutilized commercial areas. 
 

Defines a vocabulary for different types of open spaces, including plazas 
and squares that would be most appropriate in commercial areas. These 
types are carried through the plan where opportunities for Village Centers 
are considered.  
 

 Talks about locating civic uses (parks, playgrounds, schools, etc.) on 
vacant or underutilized sites within existing neighborhoods, preferably 
toward the center of the neighborhood. This has been achieved in 
several places in Prairie Village.  
 

Defines a vocabulary for different types of open spaces, including types 
that would be most appropriate in neighborhood contexts. These types 
are carried through the plan for all recommendations concerning 
neighborhoods.  
 

Civic / Institutional Does not discuss recommendations for the Civic Center. Focuses on 
Somerset and Mission Valley redevelopment opportunities.  

Discusses reuse of vacant religious institutions and focuses on the Civic 
Center as a central community destination and amenity.  
 

Community Center Calls for feasibility study for a new community center.  Calls for a new community center, as well as a Civic Center Master Plan 
to coordinate many improvements expected to take place.  

  



Strong Neighborhoods    
Community Facilities  Calls for more multimodal investments throughout the community and 

implementing park spaces on vacant land within neighborhoods.  
 

Focuses more on mobility and access, including recommendations from 
the recently adopted Bike/Ped Plan, while also supporting and defining 
various open space types.  
 

Housing Rehabilitation Calls for the City to find ways of encouraging rehabilitation of existing 
housing stock.  
 

The City has developed a popular exterior grant program that the revised 
plan suggests expanding. In recent years, the housing market has 
surpassed expectations and market pressure is favoring existing homes to 
be torn down and rebuilt. Additional recommendations in the plan are 
could proactively support preservation of existing homes (in addition to 
the Neighborhood Design Standards that coordinate new development) – 
including potential tax abatement programs and calling for ability to build 
accessory dwelling units.  
 

New Development – Neighborhoods  Focuses on the need for new development to “repair” or enhance 
existing neighborhoods. Recently adopted Neighborhood Design 
Standards (for single-family houses) have been achieved with this 
principle in mind.  
 

Focuses on how other types of development projects, including missing 
middle housing, commercial, and mixed-use, can enhance other contexts 
in the community, including Village Neighborhoods, Village Centers, and 
Neighborhood Hubs. 

Housing Diversity Broadly calls for development of the edges of neighborhoods with a 
diversity of housing in order to promote “aging in place” and greater 
access to options beyond single-family.   
 

Defines each housing type more specifically, including imagery (Appendix 
B), provides specific location criteria for where each types of housing 
might be most appropriate based on Neighborhood Place Type, and 
gives a greater variety of options for “aging in place”, including accessory 
dwelling units, tax abatement programs, and expanding the exterior grant 
program.  
   

Urban Design – Housing  Broadly calls for image and character of development to respond to 
“best traditions” and support consistency. Additional details are not 
provided. Plan recognizes principle of encouraging design that promotes 
“eyes on the street” (a principle founded by author Jane Jacobs – Death 
and Life of Great American Cities). Calls for Neighborhood Design 
Guidelines.  
 

Neighborhood Design Guidelines have been completed to facilitate 
development of new single-family homes. The Land Use Policy Plan 
provides more detailed urban design principles for neighborhood 
contexts, defining and further illustrating three distinct Neighborhood 
Place Types – Village Neighborhood, Traditional Neighborhood, and 
Suburban Neighborhood. 

Social Diversity Calls for cultivation of an environment that celebrates diversity.  Recognizes housing cost and lack of broader housing options as a barrier 
to welcoming people with a broader range of socioeconomic 
backgrounds into the community. Identifies both market-driven and public 
policy approaches that can expand living opportunities in Prairie Village 
at a more affordable price point for both renters and owners.  
 

Code Enforcement Calls on the City to continue aggressive codes enforcement.  
 

Calls on the City to continue aggressive codes enforcement. 

Housing Affordability Calls for the City to establish an incentive policy for affordable housing.  Recognizes the definition of “affordability” is relative and often changing, 
and provides several strategies for improving housing access in the 
community, including market-oriented strategies such as enabling 
accessory dwelling units and diversifying housing types and public policy 
strategies such as establishing an incentive policy for workforce housing 
development, tax abatement programs, and exterior grant expansion. 
These discussions should be informed by continuing regional research 
and participation in regional discussions.  



Viable Commercial Centers    
Mixed-Use Development Calls for the City to promote the creation of mixed-use 

developments to support employment growth, recreation, daily 
needs, and civic and cultural institutions. 

Defines two types of “mixed-use” development contexts – Village 
Centers and Neighborhood Hubs – whereas Village Centers are 
more appropriate for medium-scale mixed-use buildings (“vertical 
mixed-use”), and Neighborhood Hubs are more appropriate for 
neighborhood-scale commercial adjacent to homes (“horizontal 
mixed-use”).  
 

Urban Design – Commercial  Broadly calls for image and character of development to respond 
to “best traditions” and support consistency. Plan recognizes 
principle of encouraging design that promotes “eyes on the 
street” (a principle founded by author Jane Jacobs – Death and 
Life of Great American Cities). Plan calls out many principles that 
can be applied to commercial centers to improve urban design, 
which are including in updated plan.  
 

The Land Use Policy Plan provides more detailed urban design 
principles for commercial and mixed-use development projects. A 
conceptual urban design framework is provided for each of the 4 
Village Centers in Prairie Village, providing specific guidance for 
public space, development form, land use, and adjacencies. Basic 
urban design principles which are included in the former Village 
Vision are included in the updated plan.  
 

 Identifies issues with existing commercial zoning regulations, 
requiring substantial building setbacks and parking ratios.  
 

Identifies need to update commercial zoning regulations to 
promote better site and building design, providing specific urban 
design principles for public space, development form, land use, 
and adjacencies.  
 

Density / Increased 
Development Scale  

Identifies Corinth Square and Village Shops as “underutilized”, 
calling for greater density and mixed-use.  
 

Updated plan defines Corinth Square and Village Shops as 
“established” Village Centers, and identifies specific areas located 
within the centers that may be more appropriate for more intense 
development height, yet recognizing that commercial buildings 
directly adjacent to neighborhoods must maintain their height and 
scale. Updated plan also identifies 95th/Nall and State Line 
Commons as “emerging” Village Centers, providing similar 
guidance for how these areas might evolve over time.  
 

Commercial Market  Recognizes underutilized retail spaces and lack of speculative 
office space, as well as a very segregated land use pattern and 
composition.  
 

Calls for diversification of uses within Village Centers to serve a 
variety of markets, especially as retail becomes less prominent. A 
“mixed-use” context within Village Centers may also include 
cultural and civic destinations, public spaces, offices, and 
increased residencies within and adjacent to the centers.  
 

  



Sustainability   
Land Resources Encourages high-quality natural and manmade environments that 

preserves community character.  
Gives more specific policies for encouraging green infrastructure, 
district-wide and regional strategies for flood mitigation, and street 
tree preservation.   
 

Flooding Recognizes flooding issues associated with various parts of the 
community, particularly the former Mission Valley school site.  
 

Recommends district-wide and regional strategies for managing 
flood hazards, recognizing the City’s newly established focus on 
drainage within internal departments. The plan calls for green 
infrastructure solutions as well.  
 

Sustainability, generally The plan does not include much information regarding 
sustainability issues.  

A major component of the updated plan includes sustainability 
issues, including flood mitigation, alternative energy use, 
walkability and multi-modal infrastructure, sustainable building, 
adaptive reuse, native plantings, and tree preservation.  
 

   
Productivity   
Leadership and Governance Calls on the City to communicate effectively with the public and 

to work cooperatively with communities. 
Builds on existing sentiment, calling on Prairie Village to take a 
leadership role in the region on important issues and model 
governance.  

Prosperity  Calls for the City to promote a strong economy through 
diversification of businesses, both meeting the needs of residents 
and attracting visitors.  
 

Plan builds on existing principles, recognizing the importance of 
commercial area’s to the City’s tax base, and how stability, 
growth, and prosperity in commercial areas can offset potential 
tax abatement programs to reduce tax burdens on residents.  
 

Targeted Productivity Indicates that neighborhood retail, office, and higher density 
housing should be built at the edge of the neighborhoods on 
underutilized sites along corridors and at major intersections. 
 

Identifies a concentric model for commercial development by 
identifying Neighborhood Hubs (small, neighborhood-serving 
commercial areas) and Village Centers (large, regional-serving 
commercial areas), rather than simply sprawling commercial 
development along auto-oriented corridors in an incoherent 
manner.  
 

Development Process Talks about changing the zoning ordinance and building codes 
to enable developers to leverage opportunities, including for 
greater development intensity in commercial areas.  
 

Defines more specifically where greater intensity may be 
appropriate, calling for code updates that integrate commercial 
design standards. Neighborhood Design Standards have recently 
been adopted for single-family infill, and plan calls for additional 
standards for “missing middle” housing types and rehabilitation 
codes for preservation of existing single-family.  
 

Meadowbrook Calls for redevelopment of former country club.  Meadowbrook development has been achieved, and plan focuses 
on how the Village Center at 95th and Nall can build off 
momentum in this area.  
 



Civic Communications  Calls for more aggressive marketing and better public 
communications.  

This has been achieved and will continue to be a priority. Today, 
the focus has been to build on the community’s leadership role in 
the region.  
 

Fiscal Stress  Plan identifies the need for property values and sales tax revenues 
to increase more rapidly in order to improve the City’s fiscal 
position.  
 

The fiscal health of Prairie Village has changed substantially over 
the past 15 years, and the City is now more focused on lessening 
the tax burden on long-term homeowners who have seen their 
home values increase very rapidly, and instead focusing on the 
productivity of commercial centers to offset potential subsidy.  
 

Infrastructure  Calls out fact that many sewer, water, and roads which are 
over 40 years old, and are at a point in their lifecycles where 
many will require extensive repairs or need to be replaced. 
 

While infrastructure has been reinvested in over time, many areas 
do have aging infrastructure. The plan focuses on how productive 
development patterns and activity can support cost of upgrading 
aging infrastructure.  
 

Parks & Recreation Department Calls for creation of a Parks & Recreation Department. This has 
been achieved.  
 

N/A 

 


